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This paper reproduces the introductory section of the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines and Commentary, 
“Statement of Purpose and Principles”(p. 2). It also reproduces a related selection from the Commission’s 
charter statute (p. 3). 

• For the complete charter statute, Minn. Stat. § 244.09 (2024), follow this link. 
• For a detailed history and analysis of both documents, please refer to the April 4, 2024, staff paper 

entitled “History of Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines’ Purpose and Principles.” 
• For Professor Kevin Reitz’s comparative discussion of the purposes and principles of Guidelines 

jurisdictions across the United States, please refer to Professor Reitz’s May 9, 2024, presentation to 
the Commission, with accompanying slides. 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/244.09
https://mn.gov/sentencing-guidelines/assets/6A-Staff-PurposePrinciplesHistory_tcm30-619490.pdf
https://mn.gov/sentencing-guidelines/assets/6A-Staff-PurposePrinciplesHistory_tcm30-619490.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rK8VW6qAbKw&t=1873s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rK8VW6qAbKw&t=1873s
https://mn.gov/sentencing-guidelines/assets/6-Reitz-SGLsPurposes_tcm30-623910.pdf
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Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines & Commentary – Excerpt 

Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines and Commentary (2024) 

1. Purpose and Definitions 

A. Statement of Purpose and Principles 

The purpose of the Sentencing Guidelines is to establish rational and consistent sentencing standards 
that promote public safety, reduce sentencing disparity, and ensure that the sanctions imposed for 
felony convictions are proportional to the severity of the conviction offense and the offender’s criminal 
history.  

The Sentencing Guidelines shall embody the following principles: 

1. In establishing and modifying the Sentencing Guidelines, the Commission’s primary 
consideration shall be public safety. This shall include consideration of the long-term negative 
impact of the crime on the community. Minn. Stat. § 244.09, subd. 5. 

2. Sentencing should be neutral with respect to the race, gender, social, or economic status of 
convicted felons. 

3. The severity of the sanction should increase in direct proportion to an increase in offense 
severity or the convicted felon’s criminal history, or both. This promotes a rational and 
consistent sentencing policy. 

4. Commitment to the Commissioner of Corrections is the most severe sanction that can be 
imposed for a felony conviction, but it is not the only significant sanction available to the court. 

5. Because state and local correctional facility capacity is finite, confinement should be imposed 
only for offenders who are convicted of more serious offenses or who have longer criminal 
histories. To ensure such usage of finite resources, sanctions used in sentencing convicted 
felons should be the least restrictive necessary to achieve the purposes of the sentence. 

6. Although the Sentencing Guidelines are advisory to the court, the presumptive sentences are 
deemed appropriate for the felonies covered by them. Therefore, departures from the 
presumptive sentences established in the Sentencing Guidelines should be made only when 
substantial and compelling circumstances can be identified and articulated. 

* * * 
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MSGC Charter Statute – Excerpt 

Minn. Stat. § 244.09 (2024) MINNESOTA SENTENCING GUIDELINES COMMISSION. 

* * * 

Subd. 5.  Promulgation of Sentencing Guidelines.  The commission shall promulgate Sentencing 
Guidelines for the district court. The guidelines shall be based on reasonable offense and offender 
characteristics. The guidelines promulgated by the commission shall be advisory to the district court and 
shall establish: 

(1) the circumstances under which imprisonment of an offender is proper; and 

(2) a presumptive, fixed sentence for offenders for whom imprisonment is proper, based on each 
appropriate combination of reasonable offense and offender characteristics. The guidelines shall provide 
for an increase of 20 percent and a decrease of 15 percent in the presumptive, fixed sentence. 

The Sentencing Guidelines promulgated by the commission may also establish appropriate sanctions for 
offenders for whom imprisonment is not proper. Any guidelines promulgated by the commission 
establishing sanctions for offenders for whom imprisonment is not proper shall make specific reference to 
noninstitutional sanctions, including but not limited to the following: payment of fines, day fines, 
restitution, community work orders, work release programs in local facilities, community based residential 
and nonresidential programs, incarceration in a local correctional facility, and probation and the conditions 
thereof. 

Although the Sentencing Guidelines are advisory to the district court, the court shall follow the 
procedures of the guidelines when it pronounces sentence in a proceeding to which the guidelines apply by 
operation of statute. Sentencing pursuant to the Sentencing Guidelines is not a right that accrues to a 
person convicted of a felony; it is a procedure based on state public policy to maintain uniformity, 
proportionality, rationality, and predictability in sentencing. 

In establishing and modifying the Sentencing Guidelines, the primary consideration of the commission 
shall be public safety. The commission shall also consider current sentencing and release practices; 
correctional resources, including but not limited to the capacities of local and state correctional facilities; 
and the long-term negative impact of the crime on the community. 

* * * 
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