










||| THE COST |||

$80 billion per year on correctional control



||| THE HIDDEN COST |||

That doesn’t include what communities spend to 
house, train, educate, counsel, treat, employ

and otherwise transition people leaving custody





12.4 MILLION PEOPLE ARRESTED EACH YEAR





























































But this project is also a commentary on the disparate 
impact of our nation’s 

policies, policing, and prosecution: 

many of the participants benefited from belonging to a 
class and race that is not overrepresented in the 

criminal justice system. 
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I hope you see a bit of yourself in the We Are All Criminals photos or 
in the stories. 

I hope in that reflection, you take note of the context you allowed 
yourself and acknowledge that others may have been in a similar 
situation but were caught.

I hope some recognize the privilege you’ve experienced and 
appreciate that not everyone has benefited from that same privilege.

I hope you reflect upon how very different your own life would be had 
you been burdened by a record, and consider the foreclosed futures 
of all of those who have been caught.

Finally, I hope the project inspires you to take action.


















